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Midlothian Partners ‘Dig’ Into The Past
Newbattle Abbey College and the Scottish Mining Museum have joined forces to offer group guided tours with a difference. 
The tours, which have been aptly named the ‘Monks, Mines and Museums’ tours, began at the start of September and have already attracted a high level of interest with guests keen to learn about both buildings fascinating histories. 
The journey into the past begins at enigmatic Newbattle Abbey in Dalkeith, where Cistercian monks are said to have mined the first Scottish coal in the 12th century. Guests also learn about the Abbey’s connections to the Declaration of Arbroath, the Knights Templar and have the chance to visit the Abbey’s magnificent Drawing Room, examine a relic from the Spanish Armada and view the ancient font, which resides in the College chapel and is believed to have been used to baptise Mary Queen of Scots. Today Newbattle Abbey College is Scotland’s only adult residential College giving students a second chance at education by studying the SQA Validated Newbattle Abbey Arts and Humanities Award.
Rae McGhee, Heritage Development Officer at Newbattle Abbey College, said: “The tour around our breathtaking building is nine centuries of stories and history crammed into just one hour! It’s a non-stop tour that visitors are guaranteed to enjoy.” 
Following lunch at the Abbey, the tour resumes one mile along the road at the Scottish Mining Museum, housed in the wonderfully restored Lady Victoria Colliery. Opened in the 1890s the ‘Lady Vic’ became known as one of the first Scottish ‘super pits’ and today is home to the extensive collections of the Scottish Mining Museum. The museum is also a five star visitor attraction which tells the story of Scotland’s coal through exhibitions including the Magic Helmet Tour of the Pithead, Recreated Underground and Coalface, Big Stuff Tour and Scotland’s Largest Winding Engine.
Newbattle Abbey College and the Scottish Mining Museum welcomed representatives from the Barony Castle Hotel on their first ‘Monks, Mines and Museums’ tour. 
Barony Castle Hotel Sales Manager, Lynne Haining, said: “We were very impressed with both Newbattle Abbey College and the 5 star Scottish Mining Museum. With coal linked to both venues, combining to form such a creative and informative tour certainly makes sense. We at Barony Castle will be proactively promoting the tour to our group base customers for 2010 as a one day or half day excursion. We believe in working with our neighbours, helping to bring wealth into the area and making it a win-win situation for all involved.”
For further information on the ‘Monks, Mines and Museums’ tours or to make a booking, please contact Newbattle Abbey College Heritage Development Officer Rae McGhee on 0131 663 1921 or e-mail raem@newbattleabbeycollege.ac.uk. Alternatively please contact Gillian Rankin, Scottish Mining Museum Marketing Co-ordinator, on 0131 663 7519 or e-mail marketing@scottishminingmuseum.com.
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